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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS (3 October 2024) 

TOPICS COVERED 

1. Modi says toilet coverage reached 100% after launch of Swachh Bharat Mission (GS 
Paper-II: Government Scheme) 

2. 2 women Navy officers begin voyage around the world (PCS) 
3. PM launches special welfare package for tribal villages 
4. Nanodiamonds spun at a billion RPM to test the limits of physics (GS Paper-III: Basic 

Science) 
5. A case of nothing but patent censorship (GS Paper-II: Freedom of Speech and 

Expression) 
6. The net result will be poor doctoral research (GS Paper-II: Education Sector) 
7. China-Vietnam red diplomacy  
8. What special status is Ladakh seeking? (GS Paper-II: Special Status of The State) 
9. The myriad tales of historic Delhi: a walk through its many forts (GS Paper-I: Medieval 

History) 
10. Every Odisha daily wager wants to be tagged as a construction worker 
11. MIP extension to boost local textile industry capacity 
12. Divanshi, Mukesh win sports pistol gold in World juniors 
13. India to host first kho kho World Cup next year 

 

Modi says toilet coverage 
reached 100% after launch of 
Swachh Bharat Mission (3 
October) 
• More than 12 crore toilets have been built since the 
launch of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) 10 years ago. 
• Toilet coverage in India increased from less than 40% to 
100%. 
• Before SBM, over 60% of India's population had to 
defecate in the open due to a lack of toilets. 
• Open defecation was seen as an affront to human 
dignity, particularly for the poor, Dalits, tribals, backward 
communities, and posed health and safety risks for 
women. 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised safaimitras 
(sanitation workers), celebrities, and NGOs for 
transforming SBM into a public movement. 
• SBM brought a change in thinking, with increased 
respect for sanitation workers, making them proud of their 
role. 
• PM Modi urged State governments to intensify 
cleanliness efforts at district, block, village, and local 
levels. 
• Projects worth about ₹10,000 crore related to 
cleanliness have been initiated under SBM. 
• Swachh Bharat Mission was launched on October 2, 
2014, with the goals of eliminating open defecation and 
improving solid waste management. 
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2 women Navy 
officers begin 
voyage around 
the world (3 
October) 
They will attempt to 
circumnavigate the 
globe on the56-foot boat 
Tarini, covering 23,000 
nautical miles over eight 
months; Navy chief 
Admiral Dinesh Tripathi 
flags of the expedition 
from Goa 

• Lieutenant Commander 
Dilna K. and Lieutenant 
Commander Roopa A. of the 
Indian Navy embarked from 
Goa on a challenging 
expedition to circumnavigate 
the globe. 
• They aim to cover 23,000 
nautical miles over 240 days. 
• This is the second edition of 
the Navika Sagar Parikrama, 

flagged off from INS Mandovi by Navy chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi. 
• The two women officers are sailing on the INSV Tarini. 
• Their voyage will take them across four continents, through three oceans, and three challenging capes. 
• Navika Sagar Parikrama will contribute to national scientific research in collaboration with: 
• National Institute of Oceanography for marine microplastics and ferrous content studies. 
• Wildlife Institute of India for exploring Mega Faunas (large sea mammals). 
• Sagar Defence for drone visuals of the voyage. 
• Defence Food Research Laboratory for providing customised precooked Indian meals. 
• Admiral Tripathi released a special chart commemorating the expedition. 
• The expedition will unfold in five legs with stopovers at four ports for replenishment and maintenance: 

o Goa to Fremantle, Australia. 
o Fremantle to Lyttleton, New Zealand. 
o Lyttleton to Port Stanley, Falkland. 
o Port Stanley to Cape Town, South Africa. 
o Cape Town to Goa. 

• INSV Tarini, a 56-foot sailing vessel built by Aquarius Shipyard Ltd., was inducted into the Indian Navy on February 18, 
2017. 

• The vessel has clocked more than 66,000 nautical miles (122,223 km) and participated in the first edition of Navika 
Sagar Parikrama in 2017. 

• INSV Tarini has participated in trans-oceanic expeditions, including Goa to Rio, Goa to Port Louis, and other significant 
voyages. 

• The boat is equipped with advanced navigation, safety, and communication equipment and recently underwent 
maintenance and upgrades. 

• Both officers have sailing experience of 38,000 nautical miles (70,376 km) and have trained for more than three years. 
• They have been trained in ocean sailing aspects of seamanship, meteorology, navigation, survival techniques, and 

medicare at sea. 
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PM launches special welfare package for tribal 
villages (3 October) 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan 
on Wednesday. 
• The package aims for basic scheme saturation in tribal-majority villages across 550 
districts. 
• The event took place in Hazaribag district, Jharkhand. 
• The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stones for other projects to benefit tribal people 
across the country. 
• The package was initially called PM Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan (PMJUGA). 
• It was approved by the Union Cabinet last month as an umbrella package to implement 
existing schemes in 63,000 Scheduled Tribe-majority villages. 
• There are 25 planned interventions under the package. 
• The package has an approved outlay of ₹79,156 crore to be spent over five years. 
• The Central share will be ₹56,333 crore, and the respective States will contribute ₹22,823 
crore. 
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Nanodiamonds spun at a billion RPM to test the limits of physics 

(3 October) 
Fluorescent nanodiamonds may be small, but they packa punch big enough to reverberate across 
many industries. They are produced in a high temperature and high pressure process. FNDs have 
applications in high-resolution imaging, temperature sensing, and correlative microscopy 

• Scientists have improved their understanding of matter and can now engineer materials with specific properties for 
various applications. 

• These bespoke materials have transformed sectors like medical diagnostics, spaceflight, cryptography, commercial 
electronics, and computing. 

• One such material is the fluorescent nanodiamond (FND). 
• FNDs are nanometre-sized diamonds made of carbon nanoparticles, produced under high temperature and pressure. 
• FNDs are stable under light, non-toxic, and have applications in high-resolution imaging, microscale temperature 

sensing, and correlative microscopy. 
• In biology, FNDs are used to track cells and their progeny over long periods. 
• Fluorescence is the emission of lower frequency light when irradiated by higher frequency light. 
• Unlike other nanoscale fluorescent materials, FNDs don’t blink when irradiated for a long time. 
• FNDs have a fluorescence lifespan greater than 10 nanoseconds (ns), longer than quantum dots, which won the 

chemistry Nobel Prize last year. 
• A recent study by physicists from Purdue University, published in Nature Communications, demonstrated levitating and 

spinning FNDs very fast in a high vacuum. 
• This feat, though difficult, opens up multiple applications in industry, particularly in sensors, and fundamental 

research. 
• Quantum spin is a property of particles like electrons and nuclei, involving a combination of two states: up and down. 
• The spin value of an electron can be, for example, 30% up and 70% down, and if the down component is zero, the spin 

will be fully up. 
• Computers can map these spin values to 0s and 1s for data encoding, similar to how a magnetic hard drive stores data. 
• In quantum computing, manipulating the spin of particles allows them to serve as spin qubits for computations. 

The Berry phase 

• The Purdue University team made fluorescent nanodiamonds (FNDs) and spun them at an ultra-fast rate, leading to 
several significant findings. 

• They recorded the Berry phase of the spin qubits due to the rotation of the FNDs. 
• An electron can behave as both a particle and a wave; when it's a wave, it has properties like frequency, wavelength, 

and phase. 
• The phase of a wave indicates how much of a wave has been completed in a given amount of time. 
• The Berry phase occurs when the phase of an electron wave in its final state differs from its initial state after being 

cycled through multiple states. 
• The Berry phase is named after physicist Michael Berry, who provided a generalized description of this effect in 1986, 

though Indian physicist S. Pancharatnam had discovered a form of it 30 years earlier. 
• Understanding the Berry phase helps in studying quantum effects and topological insulators. 
• The Purdue team's work demonstrated their ability to measure the Berry phase of spin qubits, opening the possibility of 

using FNDs in new contexts. 
• One of the major unsolved problems in modern science is reconciling quantum physics with classical physics, 

particularly gravity. 
• Physicists had previously proposed that rotating FNDs with spin qubits could be used to test the limits of quantum 

mechanics and quantum gravity, but a functional setup had not been achieved until now. 
• The Purdue researchers confined the FNDs in a cage made of electric and magnetic fields and set them spinning at up 

to 20 million times per second. 
• The team noted that the rotation frequency of the levitated FNDs is extremely stable and controllable. 
• Tongcang Li, professor of physics, astronomy, and electrical and computer engineering at Purdue, stated that previous 

experiments with floating diamonds faced challenges in preventing their loss in vacuum and reading spin qubits. 
• In this study, they successfully levitated a diamond in a high vacuum, observing and controlling the behavior of spin 

qubits inside the levitated diamond for the first time. 

Applications in industry 

• When FNDs (fluorescent nanodiamonds) were irradiated with lasers, they emitted light of different colors in different 
directions. 

• This phenomenon was described as if the diamonds were hosting the world’s smallest disco party. 
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• Beyond this visual effect, levitated FNDs are sensitive to acceleration and electric fields, making them useful as 
sensors in various high-value industries and strategic sectors. 

• The researchers mentioned in their paper that the Berry phase generated by the rotation of FNDs could be utilized to 
create a gyroscope for rotation sensing. 

• FNDs can be doped to enhance their electrical, magnetic, thermal, and optical properties. 
• For instance, some carbon atoms in an FND can be replaced with nitrogen atoms, forming nitrogen vacancy (NV) 

centers. 
• These NV centers host electron spin qubits, and when illuminated by green light, they emit red light, and vice versa. 
• Nitrogen atoms have three valence electrons that bond with three of the four valence electrons of carbon atoms in the 

diamond lattice. 
• A neutral nitrogen vacancy center (NV0) can accept an additional electron from donor carbon atoms, forming a 

negatively charged NV− center. 
• Physicists expect that FNDs containing NV− centers can be used to produce macroscopic versions of quantum 

superposition of electrons. 
• In summary, despite their small size, FNDs have significant potential to impact both theoretical and applied physics. 

 

A case of nothing but patent censorship (3 October) 
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• On September 20, 2024, Justice A.S. Chandurkar of the Bombay High Court resolved a tie in a split verdict and delivered 
a ruling supporting the right to free speech. 

• Justice Chandurkar declared unconstitutional an amendment to the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines 
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 (IT Rules). 

• The amendment would have allowed the Union government broad power to decide how news about its operations 
should be presented on the Internet. 

• The specific provision, Rule 3(1)(b)(v), placed a heavy obligation on intermediaries (companies like service providers 
and social media platforms). 

• If the Union government’s Fact Check Unit (FCU) identified any report on its operations as fake, false, or misleading, 
intermediaries were required to make efforts to prevent the information from being hosted, displayed, or published. 

• Intermediaries that ignored such a directive risked losing their "safe harbour" protections, which shield them from 
liability under the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000. 

• Fake and misleading information on the Internet is a significant problem, and the state has a legitimate interest in 
addressing it, but any action must remain within constitutional limits. 

• Petitioners in the Bombay High Court argued that Rule 3(1)(b)(v) violated the constitutional protections of free speech. 
• They contended that the amendment gave the government undue power to determine what information was fake or 

misleading, without considering less intrusive solutions. 
• The Union government countered with two main arguments: 

o The law was not coercive, and intermediaries could challenge the loss of safe harbour in legal proceedings. 
o There is no constitutional protection for spreading fake or misleading information, and the Rule was within the 

government's powers to regulate online expression. 
• A Division Bench of the High Court had previously reached different conclusions on the Rule's validity in January. 
• Justice G.S. Patel found the provision unconstitutional, calling it vague, overbroad, disproportionate, and having a 

chilling effect on intermediaries and citizens' rights to free speech and equal treatment. 
• Justice Neela Gokhale disagreed, stating that losing safe harbour did not directly threaten citizens' freedom of 

expression. 
• Justice Chandurkar, in his tie-breaking decision, rejected the Union government’s defense and agreed with Justice Patel 

on the importance of safe harbour and the chilling effect the Rule could have on intermediaries. 

Intermediaries and safe harbour 

• Section 79 of the IT Act provides exemption to intermediaries from liability for third-party information they host, as long 
as they observe due diligence under the law. 

• This safe harbour is lost if intermediaries have “actual knowledge” or receive communication, such as from a 
government agency, indicating their platform is being used for unlawful acts. 

• The logic behind this exemption is to allow platforms like Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), and WhatsApp to operate 
without the responsibilities of traditional publishers. 

• These platforms merely host and transmit material and are not creators or producers of the content, meaning holding 
them liable for what users post could incapacitate the functioning of the Internet. 

• Safe harbour immunity also promotes free speech on the Internet, as intermediaries generally have no vested interest 
in the information disseminated by users. 

• If intermediaries give in to external pressure, it is the users' right to free expression that is compromised. 
• Under Rule 3(1)(b)(v), if the Fact Check Unit (FCU) informs an intermediary that certain information about the central 

government is fake, the intermediary is forced to either remove the flagged content or defend the user's right to free 
speech, risking their safe harbour. 

• Justice Patel noted that intermediaries face a Hobson’s choice — it's easier to remove the content than to risk the entire 
business by standing up for free speech. 

• The government’s second argument — that no constitutional protection is provided for false or misleading information 
— was dismissed as irrelevant in this context. 

• Free speech is built on the principle that it is not for anyone, least of all the state, to decide which expressions are 
acceptable, except for restrictions explicitly mentioned in Article 19(2) of the Constitution. 

• Article 19(2) includes permissible restrictions on speech, such as defamation, public order, foreign relations, and the 
security and integrity of India. 

The right to free speech in Article 19(1)(a) is based on both instrumental and intrinsic values: 

o It encourages open discussion and better politics. 
o It recognizes citizens’ dignity and autonomy as moral beings with a right to free thought and conscience. 

• While free speech is not absolute, the Constitution outlines specific, legitimate grounds for reasonable restrictions. 
• There is no constitutional clause allowing speech restrictions based on false, misleading, or untrue information. 
• By enacting Rule 3(1)(b)(v), the government granted itself the power to judge what information about its actions 

constitutes the truth, without fitting within the constitutional categories of permissible restrictions. 
• The Bombay High Court ruled this as censorship, stating that allowing the Rule would undermine fundamental 

democratic principles. 
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The net result will be poor doctoral research (3 October) 
• The use of the National Eligibility Test (NET) as a primary criterion for PhD admissions in India has sparked debate 

within the academic community. 
• Traditionally, the NET serves as a qualifying examination for Junior Research Fellowships (JRF) and eligibility for 

assistant professorships. 
• Its increasing role in PhD admissions raises concerns about its effectiveness in identifying true research potential. 
• The NET, which is entirely multiple-choice question-based (MCQs), mainly assesses lower-order cognitive abilities like 

memory and recall. 
• While this method may be useful in certain contexts, it falls short in evaluating critical thinking and analytical skills 

essential for doctoral research. 
• PhD research requires deep engagement with complex ideas, the ability to critique existing knowledge, and creativity to 

contribute original research. 
• These crucial skills are overlooked in the NET's current format. 
• In disciplines such as literature, social sciences, and humanities, where interpretation and analysis are key, the 

emphasis on factual recall through MCQs reduces intricate subject matter to trivial questions. 
• For example, asking candidates to identify specific details from literary texts or historical events does little to assess 

their ability to engage with broader theoretical concepts or develop nuanced arguments. 
• The reliance on NET scores disproportionately disadvantages students from marginalized communities, who often face 

greater barriers in accessing resources to prepare for such exams. 
• The high cost of coaching, which has become essential for passing the NET, worsens this inequality, potentially 

excluding talented students from marginalized backgrounds from pursuing PhD programs. 
• Many talented students may be excluded not because of intellectual limitations but due to systemic barriers in the 

current admissions process. 
• Centralizing PhD admissions through the NET threatens the autonomy of higher educational institutions, which have 

traditionally selected candidates based on research proposals, interviews, and discipline-specific tests. 
• This one-size-fits-all approach undermines the diversity and innovation essential for academic research. 
• The autonomy of universities to shape their research programs and recruit candidates that align with their specific 

institutional and disciplinary needs is crucial for maintaining the quality of higher education in India. 
• Recent experiences with centralization, such as the introduction of the Common University Entrance Test (CUET) for 

undergraduate admissions, have raised fears about the erosion of institutional autonomy. 
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• The new directive centralizing PhD admissions takes this approach further, diminishing the role of universities in 
shaping their research programs and faculty recruitment. 

• Critics argue that centralization could lead to homogenization of academic standards, stifling innovation and diversity, 
which are essential for scholarly research. 

• The current system, which emphasizes a limited range of skills, fails to prepare students for the demands of doctoral 
research. 

• PhD candidates are expected to contribute original insights to their fields, publish in peer-reviewed journals, and 
engage in scholarly discourse, which requires subject knowledge, analytical abilities, creativity, and communication 
skills. 

• The NET does not foster these competencies, instead promoting rote learning and superficial engagement with the 
subject. 

• As India aspires to become a global leader in education and research, the exodus of students to foreign institutions 
reflects the limitations of the domestic system, where standardized tests like the NET may stifle creativity and critical 
thinking. 

• If the trend of a rigid, centralized approach to PhD admissions continues, more students may seek opportunities 
abroad, where research potential is evaluated more comprehensively. 

• The growing reliance on NET scores for PhD admissions could inadvertently narrow the scope of research in India. 
• Research thrives on diversity of thought, methodology, and perspective, and funneling all PhD aspirants through a 

standardized test may limit the development of original ideas and innovative research. 
• This narrowing of academic inquiry could limit progress in any field of study. 
• The challenge is not only to select candidates who excel in standardized tests but to create a system that nurtures the 

full range of talents required for groundbreaking research. 
• By adopting a more holistic approach to PhD admissions, India can retain its brightest minds and ensure that its higher 

education system remains dynamic, inclusive, and globally competitive. 
• To maintain its position on the global academic stage, India must embrace an approach that values creativity, critical 

thinking, and contributions to complex academic research. 
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China-Vietnam red diplomacy (3 October) 
• Vietnamese President To Lam’s recent visit to China aims to revive connections and enhance the Mao Zedong-Ho Chi 

Minh comradeship to strategically boost political trust in the bilateral relationship. 
• The visit comes at a time when Beijing is frustrated with the Western alliance's actions, and the communist solidarity 

from Vietnam is seen as a positive influence. 
• The backdrop includes U.S. and Philippines efforts to woo Vietnam to pressure China in the South China Sea. 
• President Lam chose China as his first foreign visit destination after assuming the role of general secretary of the 

Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV), starting in Guangzhou, the birthplace of the CPV. 
• The Vietnam-China relationship contrasts with the Vietnam-U.S. relationship, which faces scrutiny over human rights 

violations and perceived condescension from the American establishment. 
• The Vietnam-China comradeship is characterized by mutual appreciation and support, aside from territorial disputes. 
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• Vietnam and China issued a joint statement renewing efforts to strengthen their comprehensive strategic cooperative 
partnership and to build a “Vietnam-China community with a shared future” in light of external antagonism. 

• The statement emphasized Xi Jinping's prioritization of Vietnam in China’s neighborhood diplomacy and support for 
Vietnam in upholding CPV leadership. 

• Mr. Lam had a “working session” with the Central Party School of the Communist Party of China (CPC) to learn from 
their experiences in combating corruption and economic development. 

• He appreciated the CPC’s theoretical innovations and cadre training as integral to the Chinese governance model. 
• Mr. Lam was accompanied by six out of 15 members of the CPV's politburo, reflecting current National Party Congress 

aspirations to replicate CPC successes for re-election at the 14th Party Congress in 2026. 
• The CPV aims to build Vietnam into a socialist-oriented, high-income, developed country by 2045. 
• The joint statement emphasized theoretical exchanges, experience sharing, and close cooperation between CPV and 

CPC to advance socialism, highlighting compatibility and cooperation. 
• Alignments are constructed to promote Chinese experiences as successful models for CPV and align with the socialist 

cause. 
• Historically, during the Mao era, China transferred Bach Long Vi Island to Vietnam in 1957, viewing Hanoi as a "comrade 

and brother," but this relationship soured after the 1979 China-Vietnam war. 
• This compatibility does not necessarily indicate a convergence of worldviews or strategic interests between the two 

countries. 

Expanding partnerships 

• During the visit, Vietnam and China signed 14 agreements covering areas such as connectivity, infrastructure, 
healthcare, and customs media to consolidate and expand strategic partnerships. 

• In 2023, bilateral trade between China and Vietnam was valued at $171.9 billion. 
• China was Vietnam’s largest import market in the first seven months of 2024, with a 34.9% increase from the previous 

year, totaling an estimated turnover of $79.2 billion. 
• China was also Vietnam’s second-largest export market during the same period, with an estimated turnover of $33.38 

billion, up 7.2%. 
• In 2023, China ranked fourth among countries investing in Vietnam, with investments of $4.47 billion, up 77% from the 

previous year, across over 700 projects. 
• Beijing accounted for 29.7% of all new projects in Vietnam during the first seven months of 2024, making it Hanoi’s 

most active investment partner. 
• These high-level visits and trade investment data reflect a growing political camaraderie, particularly given 

Washington’s apathy towards Hanoi and Vietnam's increasing economic dependence on Beijing. 
• Territorial disputes over the Paracel Islands, trade deficits, and security concerns have led Hanoi to adopt Bamboo 

Diplomacy, a strategy proposed by Nguyen Phu Trong, the late general secretary of the CPV. 
• Vietnam is navigating complex international and regional security scenarios, softly hedging with the U.S., India, Russia, 

and Japan to protect and enhance its strategic interests. 
• For Vietnam, India represents a site for religious pilgrimage due to Buddhist civilizational connections, while China 

serves as a site for ideological pilgrimage. 
• China is revitalizing shared revolutionary history and ideological alliances to promote strategic collaboration. 
• New Delhi can leverage cultural ties and a shared history of colonial resistance to strengthen its extensive strategic 

partnership with Hanoi. 
• While exchanges between China and Vietnam often face challenges, the India-Vietnam relationship is free from 

obstacles and characterized by shared ambitions for a prosperous, multipolar Asia. 
• India’s “Act East” policy, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, aims to enhance engagement with the region. 
• By deepening cultural and sustainable economic ties, Vietnam is positioned as a driving force and natural partner for 

India in Southeast Asia to support a shared vision for regional stability and global order. 
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What special status is Ladakh seeking? (3 October) 
Which are the other States seeking constitutional safeguards? Do the Fifth and Sixth schedules grant 
areas under them more autonomy? Why did the British create provisions for ‘excluded’ and ‘partially 
excluded’ areas under the Government of India Act, 1935? 
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• Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk was detained on the Delhi border while leading protesters to petition the Central 
government for Ladakh's inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, along with demands for regional 
autonomy. 

• Similar demands for autonomy have been raised in Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur, relating to special provisions for 
various ethnic groups in the Constitution. 

• Asymmetrical federalism refers to a system where some states and areas have more autonomy than others, as 
opposed to symmetrical federations like the U.S. or Australia, where all states enjoy the same powers and autonomy. 

• The Indian Constitution embodies asymmetrical federalism, with certain states or areas having special provisions 
granting them greater autonomy. 

• The history of the Fifth and Sixth Schedules is rooted in the treatment of tribal populations by earlier rulers and the 
British colonial administration. 

• Tribal populations were never fully subjugated by earlier Muslim rulers and maintained their customs and lifestyles until 
British laws affected their way of life. 

• British forest policies restricted tribal movement and did not recognize traditional rights over forest lands, leading to 
discontent and tribal rebellions (e.g., Kol rebellion, Santhal revolt, Munda Rebellion, and Bastar rebellion). 

• These rebellions led to the British policy of ‘isolation’ towards tribals and the establishment of ‘excluded’ and ‘partially 
excluded’ areas under the Government of India Act, 1935. 

• ‘Excluded’ areas mainly consisted of hilly regions in the northeast, where legislative power was held by the Governor, 
while ‘partially excluded’ areas included tribal tracts in various states with modified legislative applicability. 

• The Fifth and Sixth Schedules are based on the provisions allowing ‘partially excluded’ and ‘excluded’ areas under the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

• The Fifth Schedule applies to ‘scheduled areas’ declared by the President, guided by norms such as tribal population 
predominance, compactness, administrative viability, and economic backwardness. 

• Currently, 10 states have ‘scheduled areas’ and have established Tribes Advisory Councils (TAC) with a maximum of 20 
members, three-fourths of whom must be tribal MLAs. 

• The TAC advises on the welfare and advancement of Scheduled Tribes (ST) in these states. 
• The Governor, with Central government approval, can regulate land allotment and transfer among ST members and 

manage money-lending businesses in ‘scheduled areas.’ 
• The Governor may exempt particular acts of Parliament or State legislature from applying or modify their application to 

‘scheduled areas.’ 
• The Sixth Schedule applies to ‘tribal areas’ in Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Tripura, with a total of 10 such areas 

currently. 
• Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) are formed in these tribal areas, consisting of 30 members, with a maximum of 

four nominated by the Governor and the rest elected by the people. 
• ADCs have the power to make laws regarding land use and management, shifting cultivation, inheritance of property, 

marriage and divorce, and social customs, subject to Governor approval. 
• Laws made by the State legislature do not apply in these tribal areas unless extended by the ADC. 
• ADCs can establish and manage primary schools, dispensaries, roads, and waterways, as well as assess and collect 

land revenue and impose taxes on professions and trades. 
• They can grant licenses or leases for mineral extraction and establish village and district council courts for disputes 

involving Scheduled Tribes (STs). 
• Tribal areas under the Sixth Schedule enjoy greater autonomy than scheduled areas of the Fifth Schedule, with more 

executive, legislative, judicial, and financial powers. 
• Both the Fifth and Sixth Schedules aim to protect the indigenous culture and interests of STs while integrating them into 

the mainstream through developmental policies. 
• Special provisions for northeastern States exist under Part XXI of the Constitution, contained in Articles 371A 

(Nagaland), 371B (Assam), 371C (Manipur), 371F (Sikkim), 371G (Mizoram), and 371H (Arunachal Pradesh). 
• These provisions protect local customary laws and practices in Nagaland and Mizoram, mandate committees of MLAs 

from tribal and hill areas in Assam and Manipur, and outline the special responsibilities of Governors in Sikkim and 
Arunachal Pradesh for law and order maintenance. 

• Further reforms are needed to enhance autonomy in Fifth and Sixth Schedule areas, as current regulations are more 
theoretical than practical. 

• Regulations made by the Governor in scheduled areas require Central government approval, and ADC laws in tribal 
areas also need Governor approval, affecting autonomy due to political differences. 

• Guidelines should be established to uphold the spirit of the Fifth and Sixth Schedule provisions. 
• Many ST habitats across the country are not notified as ‘scheduled areas,’ denying constitutional rights and 

protections; these need to be designated appropriately. 
• The 125th Constitutional Amendment Bill (2019), pending in the Rajya Sabha, seeks to grant more powers to existing 

ADCs, and a committee has been formed to expedite its passage. 
• Recent resolutions from the Arunachal Pradesh Assembly and the Manipur Hill Area Committee call for inclusion in the 

Sixth Schedule, along with demands for Ladakh's inclusion as well. 
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• Timely examination of these demands and necessary decisions are essential to protect the interests of tribals in these 
areas. 

• Recognition and vesting of forest rights for tribals under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, should be ensured across the 
country, including in Fifth and Sixth Schedule areas. 

 

The myriad tales of historic Delhi: a walk through its many forts (3 
October) 
Delhi, often called the city of tombs, is dotted with forts, each with its unique story. From Mahmud of 
Ghazni, Mohammed Ghori, the Mongols, Babur, Nadir Shah, the Marathas, to the British, every 
conqueror has wanted a piece of the city, which rose again every time it was destroyed 

• Delhi is often referred to as a city of tombs, highlighting its historical significance. 
• The city has attracted numerous invaders throughout history, including Mahmud of Ghazni, Mohammed Ghori, Babur, 

and the British. 
• Despite destruction, Delhi has continually rebuilt itself, aided by its massive forts that offered protection. 
• William Dalrymple's book, City of Djinns, recounts the violence experienced in Delhi, particularly during the Partition. 
• Historical accounts note that out of the first twelve Sultans, only two died peacefully; the others were often killed. 
• Delhi's inhabitants often faced violence from both invaders and internal conflicts. 
• Many forts in Delhi, such as the Purana Quila and Lal Quila, have become integral to its folklore and history. 
• The Lal Quila, built in 1648, was originally intended for a different site, the Raisina Hills, but was constructed on the 

banks of the Yamuna. 
• Shah Jahan entered the completed Red Fort with a grand procession, marking its significance. 
• The Red Fort was originally called Urdu-i-Mualla and later Qila-i-Mu’alla. 
• During Partition, there were discussions about Delhi remaining a joint capital for India and Pakistan. 
• Historical works describe Delhi as a city with a rich Muslim heritage, exemplified by landmarks like the Jama Masjid and 

Qutub Minar. 
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• Delhi's history is ever-present, as illustrated in K.A. Nizami's Delhi in Historical Perspectives, detailing archaeological 
findings. 

• Anangpal built the oldest city wall, Lal Kot, which was later expanded by Prithviraj Chauhan. 
• Vikramjit Singh Rooprai’s book, Delhi Forts, provides a comprehensive look at the forts in Delhi. 
• Rooprai references historical texts, shedding light on both major and lesser-known forts in Delhi. 
• Najafgarh Fort, named after an 18th-century Mughal general, is noted for its strategic significance and historical 

battles. 
• The Najafgarh battle in 1857 resulted in significant casualties and symbolized Delhi's resilience. 

• Despite numerous conflicts, Delhi remains a vibrant city, embodying the spirit of survival amid its historical past. 

Every Odisha daily wager wants to be tagged as a construction 
worker (3 October) 
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• Registrations with the Other Building and Construction Workers’ Welfare Board (OBCWWB) in Odisha have significantly 
increased. 

• Almost every daily wager in Odisha now identifies as part of the construction sector. 
• Over 42.66 lakh people have registered as construction workers with the OBCWWB. 
• The OBCWWB manages a dedicated fund for various welfare measures for registered beneficiaries engaged in building 

and construction work. 
• The number of registrations is increasing, reflecting workers' desperation for social security. 
• The Economic Survey of Odisha for 2023-24 indicates that the state has a population of approximately 351 lakh aged 15 

and above, with 214 lakh in the labor force. 
• Of the labor force, about 96% (205.3 lakh) are employed; 64% (131.6 lakh) are self-employed, while the rest are regular 

wage/salaried or casual workers. 
• Experts believe the construction sector in Odisha cannot accommodate such a large labor force, as the construction 

volume does not justify employing over 42 lakh workers. 
• Casual laborers often identify as construction workers to access benefits. 
• Former State Finance Minister Panchanan Kanungo noted that underpayment in service or agriculture sectors leads to 

debt traps in health emergencies or social commitments. 
• A 1% cess is collected from all construction activities in the state, deposited into the OBCWWB Fund. 
• Cumulatively, ₹4,571.84 crore has been collected for the fund, with ₹3,588 crore already spent. 
• The government aims to collect ₹1,000 crore annually from the cess. 
• The OBCWWB provides assistance for accidents, death, medical emergencies, marriages, pregnancies, education, 

tools, bicycles, and housing assistance under Nirmana Shramik Pakka Ghar Yojana. 
• Approximately 1.34 crore laborers from Odisha have registered on the e-Shram portal for accident benefits; only 13.25 

lakh identify as construction workers. 
• State’s Labour Commissioner Vijay Amruta Kulange acknowledged the presence of ghost beneficiaries in the OBCWWB 

and stated verification of identity has begun during benefit disbursement. 
• Odisha's unemployment rate is 8.2%, higher than the all-India average of 5.8%. 
• Odisha’s Labour Force Participation Rate is 29.5%, above the all-India average of 25.2%. 
• There are 9 lakh unemployed individuals in Odisha. 
• Between 2020 and 2024, 9,90,696 registered in employment exchanges seeking jobs, but only 1,176 secured 

employment. 
• Despite public unrest not being as pronounced in Odisha compared to other states, both the previous and current 

governments are aware of the political implications of unemployment. 
• Former Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik emphasized job creation by distributing appointment letters to fresh government 

recruits. 
• The BJP government, which came to power in May, promised 1.5 lakh jobs in the government sector. 
• Governor Raghubar Das committed to creating over 3.5 lakh jobs in industries like automobile, semiconductor, and 

IT/ITES. 
• The government plans to conduct recruitment for 1.5 lakh vacant government posts fairly, with 65,000 positions to be 

filled within the next two years. 
• A significant number of technical jobs have been filled by individuals from outside the state, with local youth often 

lacking requisite skills for available jobs. 

 

MIP extension to boost 
local textile industry 
capacity (3 October) 
• Thirteen categories of knitted fabrics have been 
brought under Minimum Import Price (MIP) until 
December 31. 
• The textile sector is optimistic about improved 
capacity utilization in the domestic industry. 
• China has faced a downturn in domestic 
demand for the past two years, leading to a surge in 
the dumping of Chinese goods in international 
markets. 
• Prabhu Dhamodharan, Convenor of the Indian 
Texpreneurs Federation (ITF), stated that the MIP 
aims to reduce cheap imports from China. 
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• A notification issued on October 1 listed synthetic, man-made fiber, and cotton knitted fabrics under 13 HS codes as 
prohibited for import. 

• Imports will remain free if the fabric's value is $3.5 per kg or more. 
• Earlier this year, the government introduced MIP for five categories of knitted fabrics, which has now been extended 

with eight additional categories based on industry requests. 
• This extension aims to reduce the import of cheap fabrics, particularly from China. 
• Textile and garment industry bodies, such as the Tiruppur Exporters’ Association, welcomed the MIP move. 
• The imposition of MIP at the end of FY24 resulted in a reduction of knitted fabric imports from almost $30 million in 

February to $17 million in July. 
• However, imports in some other HS codes increased from $30 million to $57 million. 
• The extension of MIP to 13 categories of knitted fabrics is expected to benefit stakeholders across the value chain and 

enhance domestic capacity utilization. 

 

Divanshi, Mukesh win sports pistol gold 
in World juniors (3 October) 
Divanshi and Mukesh Nelavalli won the gold medals in the women's and 
men's 25m sports pistol events at the World Junior Shooting Championships 
in Lima. 

Results: 

• Junior Men: 25m Sports Pistol: 
o Mukesh Nelavalli - 585 
o Suraj Sharma - 583 
o Vladyslav Medushevskyi (Ukraine) - 580 
o Raajwardan Paatil - 573 
o Parth Rana - 566 
o Pradhyumn Singh - 561 

Team: 

o India - 1729 
o Poland - 1726 
o Italy – 1712 

• 50m Rifle 3 Position: 
o Braden Peiser (USA) - 460.3 (588) 
o Victor Lindgren (Sweden) - 460.2 (586) 
o Jens Oestli (Norway) - 447.4 (585) 
o Shourya Saini - 400.8 (583) 
o Vedant Waghmare - 583 

o Parikshit Brar - 582 

Team: 

o India - 1753 (EWR) 
o Norway - 1748 
o Sweden – 1746 

• Junior Women: 25m Sports Pistol: 
o Divanshi - 35 (577) 
o Cristina Magnani (Italy) - 33 (580) 
o Heloise Fourre (France) - 30 (578) 
o Tejaswani - 569 
o Vibhuti Bhatia - 565 

Team: 

o India - 1711 
o Czech Republic - 1696 (38x) 
o Germany - 1696 (31x) 
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India to host first kho kho World Cup next year (3 
October) 
• The Kho Kho Federation of India (KKFI) will host the first-ever World Cup next year. 
• The sport is pushing for greater international recognition. 
• The week-long tournament is tentatively scheduled for early next year in the national capital. 
• 24 countries will participate, with 16 men’s and 16 women’s teams each. 
• The KKFI is targeting 200 elite schools across 10 cities. 
• The goal is to register at least 50 lakh players ahead of the World Cup. 
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